Embolization of bleeding duodenal ulcer using Amplatzer vascular plug II and hydrogel coils: case report.
To present a case of upper gastrointestinal bleeding (UGIB) that was treated with percutaneous endovascular embolization using Amplatzer vascular plug and hydrogel coils after failed endoscopic treatment. A 78-year-old male was referred for endovascular treatment of massive recurrent UGIB from a duodenal ulcer. Attempts at endoscopic treatment were unsuccessful. Based on our knowledge of the site of the bleeder in the duodenum from prior endoscopy, we decided to empirically embolize the gastroduodenal artery (GDA) and the right gastroepiploic artery using a combination of coils (Azur peripheral hydrocoil; Terumo Medical Corporation, Somerset, New Jersey) and Amplatzer vascular plug II (AVP II; AGA Medical, Plymouth, Minnesota). We present this case of UGIB where effective, rapid, precise, and controlled embolization of the GDA was achieved using AVP II device in combination with coils. To our knowledge, the use of AVP II in embolization of GDA for treatment of emergent UGIB has not been described in the literature.